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The collection contains the texts  of 14 plenary l ec tu res  de l ivered  at the eighth internat ional  sympos ium 
on the chemis t ry  of organosulfur  compounds held in June  1978 in Yugoslavia .  

Some of the lec tures  deal  with theore t ica l  p rob l ems .  Thus F. Bernard i  (Italy) examined the conjugative 
effects o f -  SR and ) ~ - R  groups .  Some aspec t s  of the photoelect ronic  spec t roscopy  of organic compounds of 
sulfur were  d iscussed  in the lec ture  by R. Gle i te r  (West Germany) .  The lec ture  by J .  Martin (USA), which is 
devoted to the re la t ionship  between the s t ruc tu re  and p rope r t i e s  of sulfurans and their  de r iva t ives ,  v i z . ,  com-  
pounds of "hypervalent"  sulfur in which sulfur  has coordination number s  3, 4, 5, and 6, can be c lass i f ied in 
the s a m e  group.  A number  of p rob l ems  involving the reac t iv i t i e s  and s t e r e o c h e m i s t r y  of compounds that con- 
tain sulfur and phosphorus a r e  examined in the lec ture  by I. Michalski  (Poland). The mechan i sm of the Pum-  
m e r e r  r e a r r a n g e m e n t  is d iscussed  in detai l  in the lec ture  by S. Oae (Japan). 

A number  of the l ec tu res  a r e  devoted to the synthes is  and reac t iv i t i e s  of s eve ra l  types  of su l fu r -con ta in-  
ing compounds.  K. Venier  (USA) in his l ec tu re  examined ~ - d i a z o  sulfoxideS. W. Walter  and H. Luke ~Test 
Germany)  d iscussed  the reac t ions  of t r i a lky ls i ly l th ioamides .  The synthes is  and reac t ions  of new sulfurating 
r eagen t s ,  v i z . ,  d i -  and polysulf ides ,  were  examined in the lec ture  by D. Harp  and K. Stelio (Canada). Several  
of the l ec tu res  deal  with the p repara t ion  and reac t ions  of va r ious  types of sulfones that  a r e  p resen t ly  widely 
used in organic synthes is .  One should mention the lec tures  by T. Dara t  (Canada) on epoxy sulfones,  by M. 
Jul ia  (France) on the use  of sulfones in the syntheses  of unsaturated compounds,  and by K. Meiers  (USA) on 
the reac t ions  of carbanions  that a r e  stabil ized by a sulfonyl group with t e t r aha lomethanes .  

T h r e e  l ec tu res  a r e  of specia l  in te res t  for he te rocycl ic  chemis t s ,  H. L'Abb~ (Belgium) reviewed 1 ,3 -  
dipolar  cycloaddition reac t ions  with the par t ic ipat ion as the dipolarophi le  of s y s t e m s  with two ~ e lec t rons  that  
a r e  i so le lec t ronic  with r e spec t  to the al lyl  cation, th iaz i r id ine imines  and th i i r ane imines ,  which lead to f ive-  
membered  he terocycles  that contain nitrogen and sulfur .  The lec ture  by V. P, Litvinov (USSR) was devoted 
to the chemis t ry  of thienothiophenes,  selenophenothiophenes,  and re la ted  s y s t e m s .  Final ly ,  the h igh - t empe r -  
a tu re  reac t ions  of hydrogen sulfide and thiols with organic  compounds,  including those involving the p r e p a r a -  
tion and t r ans fo rmat ions  of th ianthrene ,  dibenzothiophene, thioxanthene, benzothiophene, thiophene, and sul-  
fides and mercap t ans  of the thiophene s e r i e s ,  were  examined in the lec ture  by M. G. Voronkov and t~. N. 
Deryagina (USSR). 

On the whole, the book is of cons iderable  in te res t  to organic  chemis t s  working in var ious  f ields.  One 
should note the high efficiency of P r o f e s s o r  T i s l e r ,  which made it poss ib le  to publish this book only a shor t  
t ime  a f te r  completion of the s y m p o s i u m .  However ,  it is not at al l  c l ea r  how a c c e s s i b l e  and well-known this 
useful book will be to a la rge  number  of r e a d e r s ,  and this b r i e f  r ev iew is  designed to inform them of i ts  ex is -  
tence.  
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